Agriculture	147
Throughout the century and up to the War cash wages were lower
in Oxfordshire than on the average for the country, by amounts
varying from jd. weekly in 1833 (about 5 per cent, of the average
wage) to zs. 4d. in 1898 (about 17 per cent, of the average). The
introduction of compulsory regulation in 1918 levelled out the
extreme fluctuations; in that year wages in Oxfordshire were only
slightly below the average. Under decontrol the difference again
increased, and in 1924 wages in Oxfordshire were 3^. below the
s per week
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fig. 31. Agricultural Wage-rates in Oxfordshire and in England and
Wales, 1925-36.
average. The reinstitution of control once more reduced the spread
of wages. The accompanying diagram shows the minimum wage-
rates in Oxfordshire and the average rates in England and Wales
since 1925. In 1925 wages were 31^. 6d. per week in England and
Wales and remained at about this level until 1931. This was from
ij-. 4d. to ij". 8^. per week more than the minimum rates in Oxford-
shire. In 1932 and 1933 respectively the average rates in England
and Wales fell to 30^. nd. and 301-. 6\d., recovering to 3U. id. and
3U. lo^-J. in 1934 and 1935. The fall in wages during the depression
was rather greater in Oxfordshire than in the country as a whole.
One of the reasons for the lower level of wages in Oxfordshire, at
least since 1925, was that the hours worked were some if to 2 hours
per week below the average. The difference in wages per hour was
small. From 1926 to 1931 wages per hour averaged j-$d. in Oxford-
shire and 7-5d. in England and Wales; in 1933 they were 7-2^ and
6-9^. respectively, and in 193 5 equal at 7-6^.
On the whole Oxford occupied an intermediate position between
the industrial area in the north and the agricultural area in the
south-west.

